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On the calm waters of Mosquito Lagoon one December morning, a 

crab trap buoy floated gently on the surface of the water.  Beneath the 

buoy was a long rope and tied to the long rope was a crab trap.  To a 

young dolphin calf, it looked like the perfect toy!  The dolphin calf 

grabbed the rope in her mouth and began to play.  She swam back and 

forth, up and down, twisting and turning around the rope.  Suddenly, 

she realized that the rope was tangled all around her body.  It was 

twisted around her fin on top, called a dorsal fin.  It was twisted 

around her fins on the side, called pectoral fins.  Most tightly, it was 

twisted around her tail, called her flukes.  The young dolphin needed help 

and quick! 

Luckily, a fisherman nearby saw the crab trap buoy bouncing around 

on the top of the water.  He directed his boat closer and saw the little 

dolphin all wrapped up in the line of the crab trap.  He called for help 

and waited until a rescue team arrived.  The rescue team saw that the 

little dolphin would need the care of an animal doctor, called a 

veterinarian, and took her all the way across the state of Florida to 

Clearwater Marine Aquarium. 

 Once she was at Clearwater Marine Aquarium, the young dolphin 

was named Winter after the season in which she was found.  The 

veterinarian and the animal care team at the aquarium realized that 

Winter’s tail was very damaged from her experience with the crab trap 

– so damaged that she would never be able to use it again.  Sure 

enough, her tail slowly began to fall off until it was completely gone. 

 Winter didn’t let her missing tail slow her down.  She learned how 

to swim side-to-side, like a fish swims.  But the animal care team at 

CMA knew that swimming like that could hurt Winter’s back – a 

dolphin’s tail is supposed to move up and down!  They worked with a 

group of people from Hanger Prosthetics, a company that makes 

artificial legs and arms for people.  The doctors at Hanger designed a 

new tail for Winter.  When Winter wears it, she can swim like a normal 

dolphin does – up and down!   
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Word Bank 

Winter Dolphin 
Winter Zone, Clearwater Marine Aquarium 

249 Windward Passage 
Clearwater, FL 33767 

September 21, 2011 
 

Dear Winter, 
 
 Hello!  I knew you would be very busy today with all of your interviews and autograph 
sessions, but I wanted to drop you a line to say congratulations on the premiere of your big movie!  
I can’t believe I get to share my tank with such a big movie star! 
 Of course, I played a pretty big role in the movie too.  As your closest friend and adopted 
family member, they had to give me some credit – I did help raise you after all.  I hope that 
they give me plenty of time on the big screen and shot me from all the right angles.  I hear the 
camera adds ten pounds for humans.  I hope the same isn’t true for dolphins – I already weigh 
over 500 pounds!  
 Good luck today with the big premiere.  Nicholas and Hope both send their love and best 
wishes as well.  We’re all so proud of you! 
 

       Your best friend, 
 

 Panama   

 
 
P.S. If anyone wants to interview me, have them set it up with my trainers.  Thanks! 
 

1: 
___________________ 
 
 
 
2: 
___________________ 
 
 
 
 
3: 
___________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
4:  
___________________ 
 
5: 
___________________ 
 
 
6: 

___________________ 
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